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ANNUAL REPORT 2015

OUR MISSION To partner with 
individuals of diverse abilities to lead 
healthy, fulfilling lives by providing a 
foundation of support. 

OUR VISION Building a continuum 
of services to support the needs of 
individuals at every stage of life.
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2015 PRESIDENT’S REPORT
This year we have grown considerably, while 
upholding the philosophy of our name, Strive 
Living Society. We continuously strive to improve 
each facet of our organization, increasing the 
quality of life of those we assist. This means 
constantly learning and taking action to create 
programs that are customized to address the 
needs of each individual, while encouraging and 
empowering them to succeed. 
This has been another year of growth and 
meaningful partnerships; new opportunities were 
embraced and talented staff were brought onboard to enhance our programs. 
Some fresh ventures include the opening of the Strive Centre in Vancouver, 
holding our first gala; Strive to Monaco, and creating a new program for 2016; 
Strive Community Home Care.
Over the past nine years, Strive has expanded its Residential and Community 
Integration Programs to meet the needs of the individuals it serves. The trend 
has been to move away from group home living and transition to community-
based home sharing or specialized residences paired with the community. 
This includes one-to-one programs that promote independent living for 
individuals of all age and abilities. From 2014 to 2015, our programs served 
516 individuals of all ages and backgrounds. 
Finally, we wish to take this opportunity to give our most heartfelt thanks to 
our dedicated team of staff, volunteers, and our board of directors. Each act 
of compassion has fostered increased respect, independence, purpose, and 
ability throughout Strive and its participants. Above all, we wish to recognize 
those we support because they inspire us daily with their dedication, courage, 
tenacity, and positivity.
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STRIVE CENTRE
Strive Living Society was proud to open the Strive Centre 
in June, a multi-service haven for youths, adults, and 
seniors with disabilities. This welcoming and adaptable 
space provides a venue for people to develop attainable 
goals, learn new skills, and participate in a variety of 
scheduled leisure, educational, and recreational programs. 
The facility is staffed with a specialized team of recreation 
therapists, employment counsellors, as well as both 
outreach and social workers. 
Many of the participants have Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 
although the centre welcomes those with developmental 

STRIVE TO MONACO
Strive Living Society held its first gala in November at the 
Anvil Centre in New Westminster, a robust fundraising 
effort for those with acquired brain injury in our community. 
Ticket sales, sponsorships, and donations helped Strive 
serve the interests of adults with brain injury by subsidizing 
equipment and supplies to improve their quality of life. Funds 
were allocated to increasing educational programming and 
resources for assistance, including promoting access to 
services which optimize brain function. 
Many individuals with traumatic brain injury attended the 
event, including Michael Coss, an award-winning author and 
inspiration. Guests enjoyed live music, a gourmet cocktail 
reception, and auctions. We came together as a community, 
attaining an even greater sense of unity towards our goals as 
an organization.
We wish to give our sincere thanks to our committee 
members, staff, and event sponsors. We are especially 
grateful for the generous contributions of Valentus Clinics, 
QAI Laboratories, Michael Morrison Corporate Video 
Productions with Eunice Lee & Andre Fernandes, Maple 
Ridge Chrysler Jeep Dodge, and Bell Canada.

and physical disabilities, mental health, and complex health 
issues.
The centre offers a range of activities including work 
experience in an onsite café, arts and crafts programs, 
financial and business coaching, courses in healthy 
relationships, and practical everyday life skills.
The opening of the Strive Centre has been a resounding 
success. Their programs have received incredible feedback 
from participants for the skills, goals, and friendships that 
have developed.
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PROGRAM
NAME

Residential Home
Support Program

Footprints Day
Program

Assisted Living

Supported
Independent
Living

Children and 
Youth Resources

Children and 
Youth Family Care
Homes

Children and 
Youth One to One
Support

Headway Centres

Assisted
Independent 
Living

Community 
Leisure Programs

Powell River Family 
Care, One to One
Support, Residential

Strive Centre

Hybrid Supported 
HomeShare

DESCRIPTION

The Residential Home Support Program operates group homes throughout the Lower 
Mainland. Each home provides sta�ed support services to between 2-6 individuals. This 
program is our longest-standing program, having been established with the founding of 
Windsong House in 1988.

The Footprints Day Program is a both a home-based and community-based program 
serving persons in need of extensive support in the Lower Mainland. In 2013 the society 
enriched the program by opening an independent centre in North Vancouver, providing 
a base of operations for the group of participants.

The Assisted Living Program provides sta�ed apartment residences for individuals with 
physical disabilities. We operate two 20-unit buildings, one in Surrey and one in Burnaby. 
Meals, 24 hour access to assistance and hospitality services, and recreation opportunities 
are provided to enhance the tenant’s quality of life and independence.

The SIL Program provides one to one or small group outreach services in homes and in the 
community. The people supported receive life skills development, companionship and 
assistance with activities of daily living.

Strive Living Society provides sta�ed residential homes to children and youth with disa-
bilities and behavioural challenges. The homes are highly specialized and designed around 
the child’s/youth’s individualized needs.

Similar to the Assisted Independent Living Program, this venture pairs contracted support 
families with a child in need of support. The program uses a foster care model but can 
accommodate children and youth with very extensive support needs.

The One to One Support Program provides one to one or small group sta�ed services in 
homes and the community. Children and youth are encouraged to develop life skills, partici-
pate in recreational activities and receive assistance with everyday living tasks.

Headway Centres in Vancouver and New Westminster o�er services for adults with 
acquired brain injuries. The centres have both drop-in and scheduled programs that aim 
to assist participants in working towards their social, leisure, recreation, and wellness 
goals. Headway members play an important role in the daily operations of their centre 
through volunteer tasks.

The AIL Program is one of the most wide-reaching endeavors by providing services to 
over a hundred persons. We screen and match contracted care providers and accom-
modations to individuals with acquired brain injury, mental health diagnoses, physical and 
medical healthcare needs, as well as developmental disabilities. Care providers o�er a 
full separate suite or a shared accommodation setting. Supports are individualized, so 
how the service is delivered is unique for each person. The goal is to assist individuals to 
live independently.

The Community Leisure Program is a community-based recreational and social program 
providing individualized and group activities for adults with acquired brain injury. It is 
based out of New Westminster and Surrey.

Many society programs such as Residential, AIL and SIL operate out of our satellite o�ce 
in Powell River providing services throughout the Sunshine Coast up to and including 
Vancouver Island.

The Strive Centre is a multi-service centre located in East Vancouver o�ering a variety of 
services for children, youth, and adults with diverse disabilities. It engages individuals, 
enabling access to community opportunities that inspire healthy development, socializ-
ation, well-being, and active lifestyles. An array of programs are available on both a 
registration and drop-in basis.

This program is a stepping-stone between residential and AIL; a family care home with 
additional sta� supports and customized to suit each individual’s needs. Sta�ng is gradually 
reduced based on the acquisition of life skills and meeting certain observable landmarks. 
This hybrid is cost e�ective, addresses the need for varying levels of care, and supports 
the development of independence. 
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PRIMARY 
FUNDERS

CLBC

CLBC

FHA, BCH

VCH, CLBC

MCFD, 
ICBC,
VACFSS

MCFD,
Ayas Men Men, 
VACFSS

MCFD,
ICBC,
VACFSS

VCH, FHA

FHA, VCH,
CLBC, WCB

FHA

CLBC, VCH
Sch Dist 47, 
MCFD

CLBC, VCH 
+ Private

CLBC, 
MCFD

PROGRAM SUMMARIES
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

THANK YOU TO OUR 2015 FUNDERS
Community Living BC
BC Housing
Fraser Health Authority
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia
Ministry of Children and Family Development
School District 47
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority
Vancouver Aboriginal Child and Family Service Society
WorkSafe BC
Crime Victims
Ayas Men Men Child and Family Services

Accredited Programs

CONTACT US
HEAD OFFICE
400-906 Roderick Ave
Coquitlam, BC  V3K 1R1
T 604.936.9944  F 604.936.9003
info@striveliving.ca  
www.striveliving.ca

POWELL RIVER OFFICE
116-4801 Joyce Ave
Powell River, BC  V8A 3B7
T 604.485.2220  F 604.485.2228

STRIVE COMMUNITY HOME CARE
Strive is launching a new program, Strive Community 
Home Care in 2016. This program is available for those 
who would like to maintain independence at home but 
require additional support. The services offered include 
assistance with Activities of Daily Living (ADL’s), personal 
care needs, meal preparation, light housekeeping, 
companionship, driving to and from appointments, 
medication administration, and nursing services.
Strive Living Society offers programs that are tailored to 
individual needs, backed by 27 years of experience and 
spectacular satisfaction rates.

Direct Program 32%
Residential 18%

Powell River 7%

Other 1%
Facilities 8%

Operations 2%

Wages and 
Benefits 58%

Assisted
Living 13%

Assisted
Independent
Living 23%

Children and
Youth Services 24%

Supported
Independent 
Living 6%

Headway 
Centres 2%

Day Programs 6%

Revenue from operations
$19,755, 960 (audited)

Expenses from operations
$19,680, 758 (audited)


